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LTHOUGH this little Book 
was deſigned for the uſe of a. 
particular Pariſh, for thoſe eſpecially 
of the Younger: Sort in it, bred moſtly 
to labour, and in a low ſtation of life; 
yet it may not be unprofitable to all 
Perſons who are ſeriouſly diſpoſed, and 


will diſpenſe with the plainneſs and ſim- 


plicity of ſtyle in which it is written. 
Whether the preſent Age is worſe than 
the foregoing, is not eaſy, nor very mate- 
rial, to determine. It it enough tor ſay, 
and more (one would wiſh) than need be 

aid, that Books of this kind are never un- 
ſeaſonable. If this is as wel accepted as it is 
meant, it will not fail of producing good ef- 
fects. 1 it ſhall ines occaſion to any one : good 


* 
41 ** * 
* 1 


| iv } 


action, or thought, it will not be en- 


tirely fruitleſs; but, if it ſhall contri- 


bute to the ſaving a Soul from Death, 
the Author will have great reaſon to bleſs 
God that he hath thus beſtow'd ſome a 
of his time. | 


Ass he hereby ſhews a charitable inclina- 
tion to promote the Salvation of others, let 
them return the obligation, by making his 
endeavours effectual; that ſo He, by 


Their means, as Fell as They, by His, 


may, through the mercies of God to both, 


and the merits of His Bleſſed Son our Re- 
deemer, be everlaſtingly happy © the 


world to come. 


require at my hands an account how I haye di 
charged this truſt. That I may not appear then 
wanting in the performance of my duty, I 
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Children, Beloved in the Lord? 


1 8 i hach pleaſed Almighty God to call me, 
A although greatly unworthy, to take care 


of ſome part of his Holy Church; ſo am 
I firmly perſuaded, that He will one 44 


who | 
take this method of addrefling myſelf to You, put- 
ting every one of you in remembrance” of the 
Engagements ye are under by Baptiſm; explain- 


ing to you, in a familiar way, the whole belief and 


practice of a Chriſtian ; and exhorting you to the 


performance of every Chriſtian duty. And God is 


my witneſs, that I am very defirous that all of you, 
as ye grow in years, may grow alſo in grace; that 


ye may all know God from the leaft to the greateſt, 
by * obey Him as ye ought, e as becometh | 
- Chriſtians, and ning as hghts in the world. | 


REMEMBER then, my dear Children, that there 
was once 2 time, hen each of you was brought 
ae D 


Py 


provided tha 
5 » when grown up, ſhould be taught what had 
been done for them, and inſtructed: how to per- 


1 


to God in Baptiſm ; being entered into Chrift's 


Church, by the ſprinkling of Water, as He him- 


ſelf has appointed. The ſprinkling of Water 
may ſeem to you as a thing in itſelf of but ſmall 
account, and ſo indeed it is; but in Baptiſm it is 
a matter of the utmoſt concern, inſomuch that 
they who wilfully negle& it have no ſort of title 
. to the promiſes made to mankind in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt. For He has been pleaſed to make it 


the ordinary means of admitting perſons into His 


Church; and therefore without it no one can be 


ſaid to be in covenant with God, or to have any 
aſſurance of being ſaved. Except a man be born of 


Mater, and of the Spirit, (ſays our bleſſed Saviour) 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of Gd, and, He 


that believeth, and is baptized ſhall be ſaued. For 


this reaſon ye were baptiz'd, when as yet ye were 


Infants; and, from the beginning, . it has been a 
in the Church to do the fame : pure 
fathers thought very juſtly, that it could nexer be 


too 2 to enter into covenant with God. And 
1 any ſecurity could be given, that Chil- 


form the Engagements which were entered into in 
their names, it ſeemed to them moſt expedient to 
admit ſuch to Baptiſm, although the Children 
were not then capable of fulfilling the terms of 
it. This gave occaſion. for the requiring Sureties, 
or what we call Godfathers and Godmothers, in In- 
fant Baptiſm; perſons who. have been baptized 
. themſelves, and are of good and pious converſa- 

tion in the Church. Theſs undertake to teach 


the Children they have anſwered for at the time 


| of Baptiſm (as ſoon, as they are able to learn) 


what a ſolemn vow, promiſe, and profeſſion they have 


[ 8 
made by them their Sureties. They are to inſtruc 


© "them 


= „„ * 
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3 
them in the nature of Baptiſm, and the obligations 

- they are under thereby : f exhort them to beur fre- 

guentiy the word Gd; to ſee that they are taught 

to read and underfland"the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Ten Commandments in their own Mather 

Tongue ; and, finally, they are to take care, that 


1 - they be virtuouſly brought up, ia lead a Godly and a 


: i Chriſtian Life. 9 8 nene Dr 
An inſtructions, I truſt, 77 have received 
from your own Godfathers and Godmothers; or 

at leaſt from your Parents, whoſe duty it is alſo 


join with them in this good work; as, by God's 
appointment, I alſo have a ſhare with them in the 
care of your Sauls. Simon, (ſaith our bleſſed Sa- 
viour) loveft thou me more than theſe? He ſaith: unts 
Him, | Yea, Lord; (thou knowe/t that 1 tot 


He then faith unto bim, Feed my Lambs, The 

- teaching Youth the Grounds of Chriſtianity, and 

Far inſtilling into them the Principles of it in their 
tender years, is, it ſeems, a neceſſary conſequence 

of the love of Chrift, and the principal duty of 
the Miniſters of the Church. And beſides the 
Benefit, which ye yourſelves may receive from me 

in this labour of love, it may not be unproſitable 


flect upon themſelves, and may from hence take 
occaſion of ordering their lives more ſuitabiyj to 
their Chriſtian calling. Ac hat conrioun en 
Fist then let me, in a few words, acquaint 
you with the nature and advantages of that moſt 


Holy Religion into which ye are baptized. Itras 


a Religion built upon the ſureſt foundation, no. leſs 
than the hopes and expectations of good men in 
all ages; the teſtimony of Prophecies, even from 

the beginning of the marks: and the actual NReve- | 


to give you religious inſtruction. Permit me to 


to thoſe of riper years; who, when they ſee the 
inſtructions here given to you, may be led to re- 


lation 


[8] ; 
lation which God was pleaſed to make of Him- 
ſelf to mankind, by ſending: His: bleffed Sen to 
dwell amongſt them: wha in. their fleſh, and - 
with their infirmities, but without fin; did, for 
ſome ſpace. of time, wholly employ Himſeif in 
teaching them the way to everlaſting Life, con- 
the truth of what he ſaid by many. Mira 
cles, which no one could have wrought except be | 
had been ſent from God. This holy Perſon, call- 

ed in Scripture the Mord of God ; Who, in the be- 
ginniug, was with: God, and was Gad; by whom 
the world is ſaid to have been made, and all things 
therein; and Who was of bree high dignity that 
He thought: it no robhery to be equal with God : this 
holy Perſon, I ſay, did 40 and openly teach 
all men, wherever: He came, that there would be 
moſt certainly a future ſtate of Rewards and 
Puniſhments 5 to which all men, in all parts of 
the earth, ſrom the beginning of the world to the 
end of it, ſhall be called by a genetal Reſurrec- 
tion of their Bodies from the dead, and ſhall 
ſtand at the ſeat of His Judgment, to receive their 
ſintence from Him; according to what they have 

done in their lives, whether it be god ar cuil. Far- 
ther; he taught them that, there was no way of 
being recunciled to God, but through Hime that 
God's anger againſt- them for the ttanſgreſſion of 
their firſt Parents, and their own actual fins, can 
only be pacified by a ſtedfaſt belief in Him and 
his doctrines, and by a ſincere and willing obedi- 
ence to his commands: that although Repen- 
tance makes no amends for faults that are paſt, 

and therefore is of no value in the ſight of God ; 
yet, if real, and · not too long — it will be 
through faith in Him, and through the 


metrits of His ſufferings and death: that hereb 


| envy ann will be ru” Sas be they ever ſo 
toi | great, 


* 


*＋ 


wiſdm which is from above; that he wool en- 


te. 


great, or ever ſo often r : that whatſoever | 
they ſhall aſk of God, Fiehfully; in His name, 

and ſhall be convenient for them, ſhall be grant 
ed: that, as He was himſelf a ſacrifice and atone- 
ment for the ſins of men, ſo He would: conti- 
nue, to the end of the world, a Mediator for ther 
with God, always ſoliciting their pardon: and 
that, during His abſence from them, and whilſft 
He was employed in this good and charitable of- 
fice, He would cauſe the holy Spirit of God'to re- 
fide amon neſt them; afliſting . comforting them 
under all che trials and wines, —5 of this mortal 
ſtate, and preparing them for an eternal ſtate of 
happineſs and glory. 

Tuts is the fum and ſubſtance of the Chiiſtian | 
Profeffion. And, bleſſed be God's holy name, 
who has given You an opportunity of raking i 
upon you. Make it your conſtant prayer to 
that He would be pleafed to endow You with that 


lighten your minds with mne knowledge Sea} er 3 
duty, and give you grace to p raftice iet 1 
_ lead your lives werd to this — 

I yd obtain the promiſe 0 everlaſting life. 

r i be more particular; if ye would learn 

farther, what are the benefits ye reap from being 
_ Chriſtians ; ye will find them briefly, yet fully, 
ſummed, up in the Catechiſm of our Ch 
which ye were once taught to repeat, and do now - 
(IJ hope) deſire to underſtand. It is there faid, 
that by Baptiſm ye are made 1 121 Chrift, 
Childern of Gad, and Inheritors of th 
Heaven. Theſe are . ſo, ea 55 74 
ous, that human nature might w ell be thou __ 
capable of them. But ſo far has it p lea AL. 
iy God to be mindful of Man, d & touch 

3 mn Je- 

| Es 


if 
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And orders eyery thing for the Tupporgand welfare 


Chriſty your head, always watch ov 
deve You. Nay, ye are now. become particular 
LL ind 


ee N 
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| ſus, chat ye are moſt certain of all theſe advanta- 


. ye; behave in all things as becometh Chri- 


180 


In the felt place, ye are Members of Chrift; 
united, not to His natural body, (for that were a 


ching impoſſible) but to His ſpiritual body, which 


is the Church; that Congregation of faithful Men, 
in which the pure Word of God is preached, and 


* 


the Sacraments are duly adminiſtered, according | 


to. Chriſt's ordinance. This Society of Men our 
He Saviour is pleaſed to call His Body, of which 


e himſelf is the Head. The Church (ſays St. 


Paul).5s the bo ; of Chriſt, and Ghrif is the bead 
ur 


of the body, the ch. And as the members of 
he natural body, being united to the head, do 


receive life, and ſenſe, and motion from thence; 


o Chriſtians, as members of the Church, being 


2 Chriſt, receive ſpiritual, life and motion 
from Him. By Him all the body by joints and bands, 


baymng nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit together, in- 
creaſeth with the increaſe. of God. Again; as the 


=_ (that. is, the natural body) is one, and hath 


many members, and all the members of that ane body, 


Being many, are yet but one body; * alſo is Chrift 


(that is, the Church of Chriſt :) 


or by one Spirit 


de are all baptized into one body. And, as we have 


many members in one body, and all the members have 


not the ſame _office';, ſo we, being many, are one body 


in, Chrift. Therefore ye are the body of Chriſt, and 
; ar 4p . Now, by being wot 


of Chriſt, ye are aſſured that ye are continually 


under the more eſpecial care and direction of 
God's Holy Spirit: that, as the head contrives 


of the members of your on bodies; fo does 
er and pre- 


o 


objects 


; [nt] 
objects of his tenderneſs and pity: ſor, as in your 
own bodies, when any one of the members is hurt 
the head ſuffers with it; ſo is Chriſt, your head, 
concerned in all your afflictions, and will either 
deliver you out of them, or ſupport you under 
them, and in the end turn them to your advans 
tage. Now, if this is the caſe: of thoſe who are 
ſo happy as to be members of Chrift,, conſider the 
deplorable ſtate of ſuch perſons as remain excluded 
from the Chriſtian Church, notwithſtanding the 
frequent opportunities they have had of enterin 
into it. As they have not yet put on Chri/f, mo 
certain it is that they are ſtill dead in their treſ- 
. and ſins. And, although they ſhould per- 
rm good works, yet, not being firſt reconciled 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt, their is 
nothing worth. Conſider likewiſe the ſtill more 
deplorable ſtate of thoſe perſons, who, having en- 
tered; into covenant with God by Baptiſm, do af- 
terwards divide themſelves from the Church of 
Chriſt, and cut themſelves off from that body of 
vrhich they were members. Such are they (if any - 
ſuch chere be) who have entirely renounced their 
Chriſtianity: ſuch are they alſo, ho have wholly 
abandoned and given up themſelves to a wicked 
anne | [i enen ne e 


n che firſt ages of the Chriſtian Church; t 


was uſual to cut off ſuch members from the body 
of Chriſt by ex communication; that is, they were 
turned out of the Church for à time, and not ſuf- 
fered ta communicate with other Chriſtians, until 
they had repented of. their faults, This power 
Was given to his Church by Chriſt Himſelf, when 


hae tells poſtles, that & hatſacver they baund on 


aunth : bond be bound in heaven ';; and; whatſoever 
Abey loeſed on aarth ſbould bu loojed in heaven. The 

Qhurch, at prrſent; is mmm 
: 40915 — RY FF . u - 


* 


ha] . 
uſe of this authority; more ſo. perhaps than is 
conſiſtent with its own peace, or the good of ſouls. 
But wicked and-profligate men, although they are 
ſuffered to continue in the Church, are by no 
means members of Chriſt's body; no more than 
a dry withered branch is a part of the vine, be- 
cauſe it is not cut off from the vine; or a dead 
mortiſied limb is a part of the body, becauſe it is 
not ſeparated from the body. As they are grown 
uſeleſs, being pa feeling, they are an encum- 
brance to the body, and may probably do great 
hurt to it; but they cannot themſelves receive any 
benefit from it:; for they are not vitally united to 
Chriſt, ho is the head of it, and therefore they 
do not partake of the influences of His grace, 
neither are they quickened by His Holy Spirit. 
Finally, conſider that as ye are now become mem- 
ders of Chriſt's body, the Church, by Baptiſm; 
ye ought not only to reverence: Chriſt, who is your 
head, but alſo to love one another. The members 
of your own bodies teach you this uſeful leflan ; 
for they never abuſe, nor injure one another: on 
the contrary, if any one of the members is hurt 
all the reſt immediately join in comforting and 
cheriſhing it. And fo it ſhould be amongſt Chriſ- 
tians, or the members of Chriſt's body? accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle, All tbe members ſbould haue the 
fame care, one for another; and, whether ane niem- 
ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with. it; or | one 
member be honoured; all the members rejoict with it. 
For think with yourſelves, how unnatural it would 
be for a man to hurt himſelf; how ſtrange, if the 
hand ſhould ſtrike the foot, or the foot ſhould 
trample upon the hand. But ſo it isvith Chriſ- 
tians, when they envy or « | with one ano» 
' ther: if one member is hurt, the whole body is 
8 ö | 5 | 


ys 


Church of Chriſt is diſgraced; and: Chriſt, who 
is the head of it, is provoked thereby. There is 
now then ſo cloſe àn union amongſt you, that, 
out of very ſelf-intereſt, ye ought to do good one to 
another; for if ye are not at one ano- 
ther, ye are divided againſt yourſelves, © It may be 
«4 i ſaid, very properly of > you in your preſent ſituation, 
that the merciful mam daeth good 10 hit exon ſoul, 
but be that is: cruel tryubleth his own fleſh. For he 
amongſt you, who aſſiſts another, is ſo nearly ro- 
+ lated to him, that he may be ſaid to be a benefattor 
to himſelf; and he that injures another may, upon 
the ſame account, be ſaid to be his own enemy. 
By to proceed: | Secondly; Ye are not only 
members of Chriſt, but ye are likewiſe the Children 
_ off God, another brivilage which ye receive by 
aptiſm. Now here ye muſt conſ -what it is 
to be a- Child of God. As God created all man- 
f kind, they all may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to be 
= the childaen of God; but T are the children of 
God in an higher ſenſe, as He has adopted you, 
and choſen you out of the reſt of the world, ta- 
king you into His more ar favour.. Thoſe 
who never were baptized, although they have had 
_ conſtant. opportunities of being ſo, are children 
Gad wrath, obſtinate and diſabedient, conti- 
nuing ſtill in fin, and under the curſe: — 
have recovered the favour of God, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, being obedicht to His will. 
And although, by nature, ye were ſtrangers and 
enemies to God; yet now, by Baptiſm, ye are 
taken into the family of God, and are entitled 
His -good;,pleafurs) to all His mercies and 
0 — De are all the children of God ſays the 
; —_— —————— 5 — 
you as. have i2ed- int Chrift have put on 
Chrift e | and. 7 4 Chrift's, tben are na__ 
42514 7 
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at's fink; n according to tho 8 

| in; As many (ſays he) a; are dl by the Spirit of 
ca are the ſans f God. Fur ye have not receiuod 
the ſpirit of bondage aguin io ar; but ye have re- 
cetvedithe ſpirit o —— whereby we cry, Abba, 
Futber. The Spirit 4tſ2}f beareth with our 
children o and, 4 

joint heirs 


ſpirit, that tue are 
| Lhildreng then  btirs, heir: of God, and 
with Chriſt; . be thut 'we ſuffer with Him, that 
.wwe may be alſo g together. Hence our bleſſed 
Saviour is faid to — power to as many as received 
Him to become the fons of Cod. And he is not a- 
Hamed (according to the Apoſtle to the:Hebrews) 
10 call brethren; as we find he does, in many 
parts of the holy Scriptures. This it is to be 6% 
ecchilaren God; and thus well are ye aſſured that 


all of Lon are ſuch. Conſider then the honour to 


Which ye are advanced: ye have the fame Father 
with Chriſt himſelf, who is God hleſſed ſor | ever. 
Ve are not only members of Chriſt's body there- 
fore, but in ſome reſpect equal to Chriſt! himſelf. 
| Behold, what manner of love the: Father bath be 
\ 2d an us, that wh ld be called the fons of God? 
 Hereby ye are aſſured, that God will bear with 
the untowardneſs of your nature, will pity your 
infirmities, and favourably hear -your- requeſts : 
that He will ſupply your wants, reward e 
doings, and gently correct your miſcarriages t 
Which are all acts of fatherly! ffedtion,. - "Your 
fathers here on earth bear a love and' affection for 
you, beyond what ye yourſelves: ever felt or can 
' conceive judge then, What bowels of compaſ- 
ſion, what pity and tenderneſs your heavenly Fa- 
5 ther has for you, whoſe creatures ye ure; Who is 
"all goodneſs; as He has all power z and is as will- 
ing to bleſs you, as He is capable of ſo doing. 
; An ee neee 


a 
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| $1: 
2 the children * dat dre ſame d: 
t ye our eart ts, remem that 
ye . Father all alſo 2 eaven.. Make it your 
chief buſineſs to pleaſe Him; for He is your beſt 
friend, Do not oblige, or excuſe yourſelves to, 
your parents here by any ching which ye know 
will be offenſive to your heavenly Father: neither 
make mention of wap 4 0. lightly, and in 
your en, diſcourſe; for His name is holy, 
and muſt not come into your mouths upon any 
but ſolemn occaſions, «Ky ye beg of Him to re- 
lieve your wants, or return Him thanks for his 
bleſſings, or are ſaying ſomething which 8 to 
the advancement of bis honour and 3 
nothing, in ſhort, we = Anful; wy 
not only offend the Ma get y.of Alwighty 
*. abuſe the Goodneſs of a moſt loving and ten. 
der Father. Again; conſider the bad ſtate of 
thoſe who are not of God's Family. Do not de- 
ſpiſe or inſult them, ho, by being not baptized, _ 
bas not reſtor'd to God's 1 — 3 but look upon 
* unhappy children, who are ſorſaken and 
out of doors. (as it were), by. your heavenly 
F ather, becauſe of their diſobedience. Endeavour 
to reconcile them to God, if poſſibly you can, by 
exhorting them frequently and earneſtly! to faith 
and repentance. "Brine them home from that 
ſtrange country, where they are now = 
naked, and almoſt ſtarved, feeding upon buſſes with 
fine; and endeavour to lay them in the boſom 
2 your Father, always open to receive them, that 
may live in the kin om of the Goſpel, and 
with the bread of hife. Have compaſſion for 
F: al men and let it he your prayer to your heavenly | 
- Father, that, in his, good time, He would bring 
the Aale world into his F amily, the Chuich; that, 


. b nll 199 bot unn ants with 
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with one mouth, as dutiful Children, we may a 


4 25 Him 1 and be glorified dy Him, as as his 
In Children, hereafte 


r. * ; 

, "ng this leads me, Thirdly, to a an- 
other benefit ye have received by being baptiz d; 
namely, That thereby ye are made Inheritors ef 
the Kingdom' of Heaven. F children, ſays the 
Apoſtle, then - heirs, \ heirs of God, and Joint heirs 
with Cbri. This inheritance, it ſeems, is the 
neceſſary conſequence of your being children of 
God. It will be well worth your while, therefore, to 
know what this inheritance is; what that king- 

dom of Heaven of which ye are made heirs by 
Baptiſm. Now St. Paul tells you, That ye are 
juftified by-God's grace, that thereby ye may be made 
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life. And St. 
Peter ſays, that by the reſurrect ion 0 Teſus Chrift 
from the dead, we are begotten to an inheritance in- 
cyrruptible, and undefiled, and that adeth not a- 
uh, reſerved in heaven for us. "The Apoſtle to 

ahe Hebrews likewiſe tells'you, that Cbriſt is heir 
ail ching; and; in another place, that wy are 
1 Heirs with Chriſt. Whence it may be con- 
cluded, that ye have a title to the joys and glories 
of heaven; for which the word of God Himſelf 
is your ſecurity, and His Holy Spirit your affiſtance 
in obtaining them. What the joys f heaven ate, 


. — which ye are heirs, is beyond: the capacity of 


the mind of man to coneeive, and therefore can- 
not be deſcribed. It is ſufficient'for you to know 
what the Goſpel hath revealed, That in heaven 
there will be no more ſorrow, nor temptation, nor 
. nor death that, on the contrary, ye will be 
ly entertained with the wonders of God's 
1 and delighted with the contemplations of 
| goodneſs): that your minds will be filled with 
* Joy ; and that you will be * _ 


6 
fied witch your happy: ſtate ; and ſo continue» for 
_— This is the ——ͤ—ͤ — Chriſtian. 
But, as ye ever hope to ſuc to it, prepare 
| yourſelves for it; remembering that-without holt- 
neſs mo man \ſhall | ſee the Lord. Let the joy: which 
is ſet before you encourage you to preſs. fortuard 
and make it your utmoſt care, that ye do not loſe 
that noble prize, which is propoſed to you as the 
reward of your labours. As your treaſure is in 
heaven, fo let your hearts be there alſo - He not 
over ſolicitous concerning the thin 2 world. 
Be not afraid of its troubles, nor fond of its va- 
nities. Do not greedily ſeek- aſter, or contend 
about honour, wealth, or any of thoſe trifles, 
which the children of this avorl# are ſo fond of. 
For yet a little while, and all theſe things ſhall 
be removed out of your ſight. This world, with 
all the pomp and ſplendor of it; ſhalbvaniſhaways 
and a new ſcene of affairs ſhall be opened, wor- 


+ thy your utmoſt attention. In the progreſs of 
ith many 


our lives, ye will meet perhaps 
| briſtians, who ſeem to have forgat that they are 


heirs f the kingdom f beaven : all their thoughts 
ſeem to be employed in making proviſion fos this 
life; as though that were accounted loſt time, 
which. is ſpent in ſecuring or advancing their in- 
tereſt in the life to come. And, * 
men are, by ſome, called wiſe and prudent; be 
aſſured of this, That there can be no greater in- 
ſtance of human folly: for they die in the midſt 
of theſe their worldly cares; are ſnatched from 
their eſtates here, and are in danget of loſing the 
„ inheritance, which was deſigned for them here- 
after. Let it be Your chief buſineſs to ſecure 
your beſt, and deareſt intereſt, Seek fins the king 


dom of God, and his N e for it matters 
but little what your eirc | ** 3 
Nenne | a : : ; 
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if be be mat ye take gend heed, not to be diſin- 
Hherited in the life to come. For tbe things which 
are Jren are temporal; but the things which are "ee 
ot 200410095 E 
ei I have ſet before you the great pri- 
1 and advantages of the Chriſtian profeſſion, 
into which ye are baptized; and have taken oc- 
caſion to 14 d a . of advice at the concluſion 
of every particular. And, althbugh the hopes of 
a Cbriſliam are ſo valuable, that, one would think, 
he ſhould want nothing elſe to prompt and oblige 
bim to a ſteady performance of his duty; yet T 
muſt put you in mind, that it is not only your in- 
Lergſt to live in obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
but ye are bound by a ſolemn declaration and vow, 
made at the time of yaur receiving: Baptiſm, that 
de ml ſo da. | Yedid then promiſe, by your 
_ Godfathers and Godmothers, that ye would re- 
 nounce the Deuil and all his works, the pomps and 
_ 7” ms b world, and all the ſinful luſts 
W 2 ye would believe all thi articles #4 
ian at and that ye. would keep G 
.auill und „ eee and walk in the ſame 


2 vet; Which, being made for Ju, and in 
names, it lies upon You to perform, as it 
_ 22 your. concern, and in your power alone 
_ to 160. Ch 1 TI > 3.8 
Now, in the firſt 8 ye bare promiſed to 

Irenounct! the Devil and all his works, And very ft- 

ting it is, that every Chriſtian ſhould make this 


ur ibis purpeſe was God manifeſted, that he might 
dgſtroy the works .of the Devil: ＋ 0 is, the king- 


dom of chat evi! Spirit; and therefore it. is neceſ- 
21 that — or dhe ſubjects of Chris 
7 t | kingd lom, 


® 


| the days of your life. | This is called — N 


at. his Baptiſm: For St. John ſays, | 


dom of Chris was ſet up in oppoſition to the king= 
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ingdom, ſhould enter into an engagement to be 
| ithful to Him; and to bid defiance: to the Devil, 
| and all the ſtratagems he makes uſe of to ſeduce 
7nd men from their obedience to God. By liſting your- 
ſelves under the banner of Chriſt, — — 
| to renounce the Devil and all his works," ye have 
. given. aſſurance to the Church, that ye will in-no- 
wile countenance and ſupport the growing pou 
of fin; that ye will, on the contrary; by 
own N and by every other method of ich 
ye are capable, endeavour to ſubdue it, and hinder 
it from prevailing in the world. Ye have declared, 
„ that ye will always oppoſe it, in every ſhape, and 
1 under every denomination, ſo far as is befitting 
| your ref; ſtations ; and that ye will maintain 
OD abhorrence of r ting: RO . know 
lhe diſpleaſing to God. 
| | THAT ye may faithfully di this wool 
ſuffer me to give you a few plain 3 Let 
I. it remain deeply imprinted in your minds, as an 
of infallible truth, that of all evils which happen to 
mankind Sin is the greateſt, Poverty, | Sickneſs, 
Fi and Death are called evils, becauſe. they are grie- 
PR vous to. be borne, and thetefore we have a natural 
4 of them; but they are really not ſuch, 
1 being oftentimes attended with good and happy 
| conſequences. But Sin brings with it regret. of 
mind, which makes us uneaſy here; and draws 
| after it the deſtruction of our Souls, which will 
INNS © make us 0 ever miſerable hereafter. Sin there 
fore is truly an evil; and the only one ye can 
reaſonably ho in dread of. If Ve can. preſerve 
yourſelyes from it, ot, at leaſt, ſincerely, endea- 
Vbvour to do it; ye have nothing to apprehend 
from the "difpleatar ure of God, or the wicked de- 
ſigns of Men, or the 8 and ſubtilty of the 


Devil. u een ths +64, es: ES 


„ — WE - — _ _ 
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Sin is, and as fatal as it may be to your fouls, 
yet, in your very nature, ye are moſt ſtrongly in- 
elined to it, eſpecially ſome kinds of it, which, 
with. your utmoſt conſtancy and reſolution, ye 
will find it a difficult matter to reſiſt. Never truſt 
therefore to'your own ſtrength, but pray to C 
daily, That, with the power of His grace, He 


would be pleaſed to aſſiſt your endeavours, and 


give ſuccels to the means which ye make uſe of, 
for the ARES of your innocence. + More 
particularly, make it your humble — — to Al- 
mighty God, That he would protect you from 
falling into thoſe fins, which are properly fins of 
the Devil; as he ſeems more eſpecially concerned 
in tempting men to them, from whence therefore 
he takes his name. Such are hing, flandering, 
pride, and revenge ; fins, in which the founda- 
tion of the Devil's kingdom was laid, and to 
which the increaſe of it in the world is — 
owing. Theſe ſins, by this part of your baptiſ- 
mal vow, ye are chiefly engaged to guard againſt; 
and be aſſured, that although the power of your 
ghoſtly" enemy is very great, God will enable you 
to reſiſt it, it ye earneſtly beg his help and pro- 
tection. ye draw nigh unto God, he will draw 
- nigh unto you; and, when ye perceive yourſelves 
inwardly ſtrengthened by God's Holy Spirit, be 
ſure to obey the motions and directions of it: ſo 
will He continue in you, and dwell with you, 
and effectually deliver you from falling by temp- 
tation. „ Ag 9 3 LA EIA 
©" SECONDLY, By your baptiſmal vow, ye have 
engaged to renounce the pomps and vanities of this 
 "evicked \ world, The world is called wicked, al- 
though made by the power of God, and governed- 
by his providence ; becauſe, through the luſts and 
- paſſions of men, it adminiſters to you many oc- 
$2 5 | 585 caſions 


2 
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_ - caſions of falling into ſin. Hence it is that the 
Apoſtle declares, That Chrift gave himſelf for our 
fins, that he might deliver us from this preſent evil 
_ world, And our Bleſſed Saviour, for the ſame 
reaſon, bids us not to love the world, neither the 
' things that are in the world; for, if any man love the 
& bf world, ſays he, the lave F the Father is not in him. 
The vanities of the world are all thoſe things, 
which, in the eyes of ſinful men, ſeem defirable 
although there is no real goodneſs in them, nor 
any true ſatisfaction ariſing from them. Such 
more particularly are Riches, and Honour; which 
every Chriſtian ſhould ſo far renounce, as 
not to be too deſirous of the one, or too ambitious 
of the other. By the pomps of the world, it is 
probable, that the expenſive bews, and barbarous 
and obſcene ſports, made uſe of by the Heathens 
in honour of their ſalſe Gods, were principally 
meant; and accordingly, in the. early times of 
Ml. Chriſtianity, it was unlawful for a Chriſtian. to 
bde preſent at ſuch entertainments., But the words 
likewiſe denote all that exceſs of every kind, 
which men in high ſtation more particularly are 
| betrayed into by their pride.  Magnificence and 
\ grandeur, if truly ſuch, are not unbecoming ; 
and are perhaps neceſlary to ſome ſtations of life. 
But extravagance and luxury are follies of perni- 
cious conſequence, tending to draw off the 
thoughts of men from religious duties, and to- 
alienate their minds from +» Theſe vanities 
therefore ye have renounced in Baptiſm, as de- 
ſtructive of Chriſtianity, Ve have vowed, That 
* ye will not exceed the bounds of moderation, or 
the rules of ſobriety, in the enjoyment of the things 
of this life; that ye will not ſet your hearts upon 
them, nor be greedily deſirous of them; that ye 
will rather learn to deſpiſe them, eſpecially whe 


wal. 
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they come into competition with your future hopes; 
and, that ye will ſteadily purſue your only true 
Intereſts that of the /alvation of your Souls ; not- 
* withſtanding the temptations, which may be laid 
in your way, to ſeduce and divert you from it. 
. Even the innocent pleaſures of life ye are fo far 
|  Teſolved. againſt, that they ſhall not employ toe 
much of your time; leſt they ſhould take poſleflion 
of your minds, and cauſe you to contract ſuch a 
fondneſs of the world, that ye cannot part with 
it, without great reluctance. Le have vowed, 
in ſhort, to ſet your aſfections on things above; 
although ye do take a reaſonable ſatisfaction, as 
7 "ought, in the conveniencies and bleffings of 
ife! and that ye are ready to reſign theſe moſt 
4 willin ly, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to take 
lt them from you, or you from them; being prepared, 
and glad to exchange them for that everlaſting 
happineſs; which is the prize of your high calling in 
C Feſus. Wen nine | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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DCHIRDLY, In Baptiſm ye have renounced all. 
the ſinful Iufts of the fab. By which part of 


your. vow ye have engaged yourſelves to regulate, 


and $0 


_ whic 


vern, all thoſe appetites and inclinations, 
belong to you as men, and are implanted 


in your nature for very good and wiſe purpoſes. 

= The luſts, or deſires of the fleſh, were not given 

ds men for no other purpoſe than that they, might 

| be fo many ſnares and temptations to them. Far 

be it from us to think ſo unworthily of the good- 

ness of God, No: it is neceſlary to the preſent 

| . Nate of things, that ye ſhould be [> framed ; and 

| . theſe diſpoſitions, under a proper reſtraint, are 

ot (1p doubt) of gar uſe to you in your preſent 
ſituation. The affairs of the world could not be 
.carried on without them; and the counſels of 
Providence, in creating it, would be fruſtrated 
N 4 : otherwiſe, 
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otherwiſe, and made of none effect. But when 
theſe appetites and deſires are ſuffered to exceed 
their proper bounds; when they govern, inſtead 
410 being in ſubjection; then do they become ſin- 
fol ly of of the fleſh, and ſuch as ye have declared 
yourſelves to be at enmity with. Hence proceed 
drunkenneſs, gluttony, fornication, adultery, firife, 
envyings, murthers; and the like. Theſe, with 
many others, are called by St. Paul, the works of 
the flaſb; and all ſuch — ye have declared an 
abhorrence of. Ve have vowed, that, by the help 
of God's grace, ye will not do them yourſelves; 
nor in „bs ra contribute to the doing of them, 
5 ng enẽ ement or countenance to others. 
hat ye may be the better able to this 
comin let me adviſe you carefully to obſerve 

— ſins of this kind ye are moſtly inclined to. 
And although, with the Apoſtle, 2 are afſured 
that in your fl dwelleth no good thing; yet let it 
be your | eſpecial care to guard yourſelves in the 
w part, where ye apprehend moſt danger of 
being overcome. Avoid every opportunity, -as-far | 
as in you lies, by which ye may be enticed to 
commit any of theſe fins. In a deen particular 
manner, Man idleneſs and ſloth; and betake your- 
ſelves now, in the early time of age, to ſome ho- 


neſt and uſeful employment. They that do other- 7 


wiſe. make proviſion, for the to fulfil) the 
there; 1 is, they give th eee to int 
perance and looſe converſation, the conſtant compa- 
nions of an idle life, whereby the luſts of the fleſh 
are fed and nouriſhed, and ſo 0 unruly and 
paſt controul. 
- AND; Jet this ſuffice for the firſt part of ydur 
baptiſmal vow, whereby ye promiſe to renounce 
the Devil, and all his works; the pomps and va- 
artes of this wicked world; ; and all the finful Juſt 


% — 


Tele of the Goſpel, 
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of the fleſh. . Ve have declared, in the: n 
ch, That ye witl leüru⸗ all 0 articles. $4 the 
ian fab. 1 
To: believe a thing is to 5 * nickel of 
the truth of it. And, — 4 it is einge de 
for you to believe wh pleaſe ; et in X 
miſing to believe en of the C 
ye do not undertake —— ee? 
admit of no doubt, becauſe they are the ſum and 
ſubſtance of the Chriſtian faith ; as it ſtands clear- 
ly and plainly deſcrib'd in the Holy. Scriptures. 
hey are had the members of the Chriſtian 
Church therefore have generally believed, from 
the beginning of it to this day; although there 
have not 1 wanting ſuch as ave diſputed con- 
cerning the meaning of ſome terms, in which 
_ eſe s — 4 been expreſled. — po 
r thor to inform es, 
Be Fu of i 55 Chriſtian are, and in 
e they are to — and whether 


. do believe them, as 1 
ed. In the firſt of theſe 232 


muſt inform yourſelves, for nobody elſe is capable 
of doing it. Whether ye do truly, and heartily, 
believe the articles of the Chri in. faith, is a 
matter in which your own conſciences are chiefly | 

concerned. But, I may add, That, if ye lead 
Four lives according to ſuch a belief, ye have good 
reaſon: to think that ye do not deceive yourſelves 
or others, in this reſpect. For Chriſtian obe- 
dliience is the beſt ſign of Chriſtian faith ; and, 2 
do behave in every thing, according to the 
of the Goſpel, I ſee no reaſon nnen your 


Tus then are the e of the Chriſtian 
faith; and thisis the ſenſe, in a are to be 


believed 


&. 


ht 


will — to inform you; in the — — 


* 


251 

believed, as appears to us from the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Fiksr, ye are to believe, that there is à God, 
and but one God only; an eternal Being, infinite 
in Perfection, and the author. and 3 of 5 
thing which is goed, and (in any degree) perfect 
in others: that He has all power in himſelf, by 
which He at firſt. created, and does now ſupport, 
and govern, all things in Heaven and Earth : that 
He is therefore the God, and Father, of all Men. 
And, ye do believe that, from all eternity, He 
was the Father of onr Lord Feſus Chrift. | 

| In like manner, ye are to believe, that Jeſus 
Chri/t was always, from all eternity, the Son of 
God: that He took the name of Jeſus Chriſt when 
made Man, as He was a Perſon conſecrated and 
anointed by God for the redemption and falvation 
of Mankind: and that He thereby became our 
Lord, as he hath purchaſed us with his blood, and 
as all power and authority is exerciſed by Him over 
his Church. ht 

Wir regard to the manner in which the Son 
of God taok our fleſh upon Him, and became 
viſible to the world, that he might ſuffer for it; 
ye believe, that He was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of the Virgin Mary; that is, by the 
power and operation of God's Holy Spirit, a Wo- 
man was made to conceive and bring forth, with - 
out the ordinary means of generation, or the con- 
currence of a Man; and that from hence our 
Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt had both a real human 
Body and a real human Soul, but without any ſtain 
of fin upon either of them, becauſe of the extra- 
3 and holy manner in which He was pro- 
duced. 8 HL WT 

V believe, that the ſame Holy Perſon, after 
preaching EY (8 Forgiveneſs of Sins, 

to 
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to the world, for ſame ſpace of time, and after 
working many Miracles in confirmation of the 
truth of what He ſaid, did ſuffer under Pontius 
Pilate, was. crucified, dead, and buried, and de- 
ſcended into Hell; that is, at ſuch a preciſe time, 
foretold by the Prophets, (when the Jews were 
under the power. of the Romans, and Pontius Pi- 
late, a Roman, was their Governor) our Bleſſed 
Saviour did ſuffer from the Jews many. grievous 
things, ſcourgings, mockings, buffetings and the 
like; that His Body, whilſt He was yet alive, 
was fixed to a croſs, after the manner of a crij- 
minal ; that He did really die upon the croſs ; 
that His Body, when dead, was taken down, 
thence, and laid in a graves; and that His Soul 
went to the place appointed for it, during its ſtate. 
of ſeparation. _ 12 a 
| YE believe farther, that the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was crucified, dead, and buried, roſe aga? 
the third day. from the dead; that is, after lying 
for that ſpace of time in the grave, His Soul was 
reſtored to His Body, and He did leave His ſe- 
pulchre, and did appear alive to many perſons, , 
for many days, with the ſame Soul and Body 
which He had before He was put to death. And. 
this, ye are to believe, was done by His own di- 
vine Power, by which He was enabled to lay down 
His Life, and take it again. F OR Tang 
Fx believe alſo, that He aſcended into Heaven, 
and 25 on the right hand of God, the Father Al- 
migbiy; that is, when He had abode ſome time 
upon earth, after His Reſurrection, and had con- 
verſed frequently with His Diſciples, and others, 
Hie did, in the preſence of many perſons, go up 
ttom them, with His human Soul and Body, be- 
coming inviſible to the world from Ne 


% 


[271]; | 
being advanced to a feat of the greateſt honour 
and glory, in Heaven. : PR bf 

AND ye do believe, that He ſhall there conti- 
nue, governing and directing His Church, and 
interceding for It with God the Father, until the 
end of the world, © when He all come again te 
Fudge both the Buick and the Dead; that is, all 
thoſe who ſhall be found then alive upon the 
earth, as well as thoſe who are departed out of 
this life, ſhall appear beſore the Fudgment Scat of - 
Chris, at this His ſecond coming; and ſhall be 
acquitted or condemned, rewarded. or puniſhed, 
according to what they have done, whether it be 
good or evil, | 4 +38 3... 

FARTHER, as ye believe in God the Father and 
God the Son, ſo do ye believe in God the Holy 
Gb (or the Holy Spirit) who is the Third Per- 
ſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, and of the ſame Divine 
Nature with the Father and the Son. He is call- 

- ed in Scripture the Holy Spirit, becauſe it is by His 
means (more eſpecially) that all the ele, or 
choſen people of God are ſanctiſied, or made holy. 
As ye believe the Father to have been your Crea- . 
tor, and the Son your Redeemer, ſo ye believe the 
Holy Gbeſt to be your Helper and Comforter, in all 
things wherein ye-ſtand in need more particular- 
ly of the Divine aſſiſtance. He enlightens your 
underſtandings, diſpoſes your wills, and enables 
you to go through and perform every good and 
religious undertaking. He aſſiſts your prayers, 
ſtrengthens you againſt temptations, . and enables 

you to diſcern the malicious ſubtilities of the De- 

vil, and the cheats and deluſions of the World 

and the Fleſh, He poſſeſſes you with the know- 

ledge of your true intereſt, and is ever admoniſh- | 

ing and encouraging you in the purſuit of it. Fi- 

nally, by His ſanctifying power, He unites you. 
* B32 5 and 
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and all good Chriſtians, to Chriſt your Head ; ſealing 
your Souls with ſuch an inward aſſurance of God's 
favour, that ye do firmly hope, and are perſuaded 
in yourſelves, that, through the mercies of God, 
ye Mal be everlaſtingly happy in a future ſtate. 
\ AFTER ye have profeſſed to believe thus in each 
of the Three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity; ye 
declare alſo, that there is one Church of Chri/t, 
called the Holy Catholick, or holy and univerſal | 
Church. The Church, here meant, is the ge- 
neral aſſembly of all ſuch, as, from the firſt pub- 
liſhing of the Goſpel to this preſent time, have 
believed in Chriſt, and who hereafter ſhall do the 
ſame, to the end of the world. Ye do profeſs 
therefore to believe, that all holy perſons, who 
have died in the faith of Chriſt, and in the fear 
of God's holy Name, do continue members of 
Chriſt's Church, although they are removed out 
of our ſight into a ſeparate ſtate ; and that they, 
with all good and pious Chriſtians now remaining 18 
in the world, do make but one Church, or Society, 
as they are united under one and the ſame head, 
Jeſus Chriſt; that they are ſanctified by the ſame 
HBleſſed Spirit, and ſhall one wy partake of the 
ſame Happineſs in the glorious Kingdom of God. 
Ye do farther profeſs to believe, that That part 
of Chriſt's Church which is here on Earth ſhall 
never entirely ceaſe; but that there ſhall always 
de a number of faithful perſons continuing to be- 
lieve,. and practiſe, as they are taught in the Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt, to the end of the world. 
Ye do alſo believe, that, in this Church of 
Chriſt, there is, and always will be a Communion . 
/ Saints - that is, that all true Chriſtians, as well 
thoſe who are departed out of this life, as thoſe 
who remain in it, have gcce/s to God the Father, 
being in covenant with Him, through Jeſus —_ : 
= | n a that 
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that they are in communion alſo with God the Son, 
who has purchaſed them with His Blaad, and re- 
deemed them. to. Himſelf; and, that they have 
the Fellowſbep of the Holy Gho/t, who dwelleth in 
them, and is their Counſellor and Guide: that 
there is alſo ſo far an intercourſe between good and 
holy Men on Earth and the Angels of God in 
Heaven, as that they have an affectionate regard 
for them, and delight in miniſtring to them, 
0 whenever they are commanded ſo to do. And, 
finally, ye believe, that the Members of Chriſt - 
have, and ought to have communion with one an- 
other, not only in Prayer, and the miniſtry of 
God's holy Word and Sacraments, but in love, 
and charity, and all good works, whereby they can 
be beneficial to each other. 5 ; 
_ FarTHER, ye do believe, that, as members of 
the Chriſtian Church, ye have the ineſtimable 
benefit .of that moſt gracious promiſe of the For- 
18 Same of Sins : that is, that, by the ſending His 
n into the world, it has pleaſed Almighty God 
to iſſue out a free pardon to all ſuch as ſhall em- 
brace the terms of His holy Goſpel : that, when 
all the wiſdom of Man could not contrive an ex- 
pedient whereby he might hope to be reconciled to 
God, and when the whole world was ſunk into de- 
ſpair, through the burthen of their Sins, for which 
they could make no atonement, it pleaſed God, in 
the bowels of His mercy, to cauſe tidings of great joy 
to be proclaimed to the wretched Sons of Men, no 
leſs than a ſure forgiveneſs of all their Sins by 
Repentance, and Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. And, as 
. there is none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, by which we muſt be ſaved, but only that of 
the Lord Feſus ; ye believe that Forgiveneſs of pins. 
is not to be obtained in any other way than that 
which the Goſpel preſcribes ; not from any au- 
. | 1 . thority 
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thority which men may falſely and preſumptuouſl 
arrogate to themſelves; not by performing ſu 
_ as the Goſpel 00 — 3 105 3 
but, by a aft Faith in Cbri us, and a /in- 
airs Glad: rs His Will and Con manciments 
Fx do believe alſo, that there will be a Reſur- 
rection of the Dead: that is, that the Bodies of 
all Men (although now diſſolved into duſt, from 
whence they were at firſt taken) ſhall be raiſed 
from the Grave, and their S6uls ſhall be again 
united to them; and, that the Bodies of the 
Faithful ſhall be reſtored to them in ſuch a glori- 
hed ſtate as to be capable of enjoying Everlaſting 
Happinefs, and the Bodies of the Wicked in ſuch 
a ſtate as ſhall make them ſenſible of Everlaſting 
Miſery and Torment. LES 

For, finally, ye do believe that there will be 
«| Life everlaſting : that is, that, after the Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, ye will be tranſlated into 
a ſtate where ye can never die any more, and in 
which the will be happy, and the Wicked 
miſerable, to all Eternity. Y +4 

Tuts is the-Belief of a Chriſtian, according to 
that Revelation which God has been pleaſed to 
make of Himſelf by His Son Chriſt Jeſus ; the 

truth of which ye muſt be really and fully per- 
ſuaded of, if ye expect to receive any benefit from 
being Baptized in His Name. And, as theſe 
things are to be BELIEVED, ſo likewiſe are there 
many things to be DONE, in order to accompliſh 
the eternal Salvation of your Souls. For, laſtiy, 
ye do promiſe to keep Gris holy Will and Command- 
ments, and walk in the ſame all the days of your 
lues. By this ye engage, that your outward ac- 
tions ſhall be agreeable to the inward perſuaſion 
ef your minds; and, that your Faith. ſhall not be 
dead and unprofitable, but lively, active and 


II 
ful of good Works. The Will and Command- 
ments of God ye have likewiſe revealed to you in 
the Goſpel of His hleſſed Son; the Moral Law, 
given of old to the Jews, being there explained, 
improved and adapted to the ſtate of mankind 
under the new covenant of Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf. | | | 
In the firſt place, ye are not only to have the 
Lord for your God, and none other beſide Him; 
but, from numerous paſſages of the New Teſta- 
ment, ye are taught and commanded to believe in 
Him, to fear Him, to love Him, with ail your 
heart, with all your mind, with all your foul, and 
with all your ſirength ; to worſbip Him, to give 
Him thanks ; to put your whole truſt in Him; to call 
upon Him, to honour his holy Name and His ##ard ; 
aud to ſerve Him truly all the days of your lives. 
The meaning of which, in ſhort, is, that ye are 
neither to fear, nor to love any thing / much as 
God z. becauſe, whatever ye fear moſt, or. love 
moſt, THAT ye make your Gd. 

Tx are commanded to avoid: the fin of 1dalatry 
that is, either the worſhipping Gad himſelf, or 
Angels, or dead Men or Women, under the form 
and ſhape of an Image; or falling down before any 
Image of either of theſe, or the likeneſs of any 
thing in Heaven or | Earth, with intent to Wor- 
ſhip it. Ye are forbid alſo, even in your inmoſt 
thoughts, to put your confidence in any thing but. 
the Goodneſs and Power of God, and the Merits. 


of His Son Jeſus Chriſt. - And this ye are forbid 
to do, upon the_higheſt Penalties ;. not only the 
loſs. of temporal bleſſings, or the bringing a curſe 
upon You and your Children, but alſo the eternal 
perdition and deſtruction of 2 Souls, and a per- 
petual excluſion trom the ki 


gdom and preſence 
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any part of yourſelves, (inaſmuch as 


- 


e 


ef your minds from all 


. 
Vn «are forbid to fwear lightly, and raſbh, by 
Ged's boly Name. And ye are taught farther, that - 


neither ſhould ye allow yourſelves in ſwearing by 


any thing that is ſacred and bears a relation to 
God; that ye ſhould not ſwear by Y . ee. or 

| e are the 
creatures of God, and conſecrated to His ſervice; 
nay, that ye ſhould not ſcbear at all, at any time, 
or upon any occaſion ; unleſs ye are called upon 
b per ' Authority to do ſo, for the ending of 
-- 4 or for any other important and good pur- 


e. 9 * * Wh LIES 
'Y are commanded alſo to dedicate 25 Sabbath, 
or every ſeventh day of the, week, to a reſt from 
your ordinary labours ; becauſe God finiſhed the 
Creation of the World in fix days, ceaſed from 
work upon the ſeyenth, and commanded a ſeventh 
day to be kept holy by all mankind. For we read 
(in Geneſis ii. 3.) that God bleſſed the ſeventh day 
and ſaniiified it; that is, commanded it to be kept 


holy.” And therefore it will always be your Duty, 
on account of the reaſonableneſs of it, and God's 


pleaſure ſignified herein, to obſerve and keep holy 
ene day in ſeven. And, as your redemption was 
compleated by Jeſus Chriſt's raifing Himſelf from 


the dead upon the firſt day of the week, it ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt; 24 to the Apoſtles oſ 
dur Lord; under His immediate influence, to 
transfer the holineſs of the Sabbath from the ſe- 
venih to the fir/i day of the week, and to cauſe 


this alteration to be obſerved as an ordinance a- 


mongſt all Chriſtians er ever. Ve are taught 


mioreover;-.and commanded, to dedicate this Chri- 


ſtian Sabbath, called (in the- Book of Reyela- 
tion i. 10.) the Lord's Day, not only to a teſt of 


your bodies from the labours of your callings, but 
your wordly concerns. Ye 
I 3 are 


11 


are bid to ſpend this holy Day in the more imme- 
diate ſervice and worſhip of God; in prayer, in 
breaking of bread, that is, receiving the holy Sa- 
 crament of the Lord's Supper (as often as ye en- 
joy an opportunity) in meditation, in reading, in 
boating the Word of God preached and en 
ed; and in works of mercy, charity, and piety. 
Tus are the duties ye are to diſcharge to- 
wards Gop. With regard to your Neighbour, 
or one another, ye are called upon, in the firſt 
place, to pay due honour. and reverence to your: 
Parents; to obey all their lawful commands; ta 
ſubmit to their corrections; and to comfort and 
ſuccour them in their diſtreſs. Farther; ye are 
to be dutiful to your Civil Parents, as well as your 
natural ones; that is, ye are to obey the 222 
rates which are ſet over you, not only out of a 
dread of' puniſhment, but alfo for the ſatisfaction 
of your on conſeiences; as they are the Ordi- 
"nance f God, and appointed by Him to govern 
and prote& you. Ve are to be obedient alſo to 
Maſters, Teachers, and Governors. In every 
Ration of life, in ſhort, ye are to behave ſuitably 
to the ſubordination in which ye are placed; and 
to exerciſe* your authority righteouſſy, and in the 
Fear of God, over all thoſe (if any ſuch there are} 


who are inferior to You, 


' AGAIN, ye are forbid to take away the Life af 
any man, either ſecretly or openly, either by act- 
ing yourſelves, or by aſſiſting others; 17 ſhall” do 
no'Murder. And not only ſo, but (according to- 
the Goſpel- explanation of this commandment) ye 
ſhall eheek and moderate jour anger, from whence 
Murder generally proceeds. For, if ye let anger 

tranſport you ſo far as to revile others with hard 


| | ſpeeches, ye ſhall not be guiltleſs. Out of the Heart 


ars the iſſues of Life ; that is, as men Think, they 
* 5 B 5 generally 


1 
' : 
. 

. - 

: 


| hearts be not evil; that no malice, envy, or revenge 
be ſuffered to harbour there; for he that wills or 


Vide for yourſelves and your families, 
E 7 labour and pains 
wich that honeſt livelihood which Providence has 

"llotted yous 80 far 
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pany Act; and, if they do not act according- 


Ix, they are not always reſtrained by the fear of 


God, which ought to be one of the rules of their 
whole conduct. Ye.are to ſee then that your 


wiſhes the death of another is (with God, the 
Searcher ef | hearts). accounted no leſs guilty. than 
af he had accompliſhed it. 

Tut ſame may be ſaid of the next command- 


ment. For, although ye are forbid to commit only 
me act of Adultery, yet, according to our Bleſſed 
Saviour's interpretation of it, every inclination or 


diſpoſition of the mind towards it is; criminal. 
And therefore ye are hereby obliged to keep your 


minds, as well as your bodies, in temperance, ſo- 


briaty and (chaſtity. That is, ye are to regulate 


yen your thoughts and defires, leſt they finally 
' / Jad you into fins, of Uncleanneſs ; or, if they o 


not, yet the very entertainment of them in your 

minds is offenſive to God, and will compel His 

Holy Spirit to leave you; who (ye may ſuppoſe) 

will not dwell with ſuch l in ſo foul and 

debauched an habitation. Holy Scripture expreſs- 

by. tells us, that Murriage is honourable to all; but 
Wee and Adulterers God will judge. 
X1 1, 4. Y * * 


i FAkTHzR,: ye are forbid. to Staa ; that is, to 


defraud your Neighbour of his goods, in any of 
the various ways which the wickedneſs of men's 


| hearts has contriy'd to injure. one another in their 


property. On the contrary, ye are to be fair and 
upright in all your dealings; to be careful to pro- 
by your; n 
and to be thoroughly contented 


ſhould ye be from defraud- 


mop 
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ng others, that, if ye are defrauded yourſelves, 
© ſhall not be over-forward to recover your juſt 
rights by Law. Ye ſhall be ready to forgive in- 
juries of this kind, as well as — 3 rovided ye 
are at liberty ſo to dd, and the conſequences of 
your forgiveneſs may r mme 19 

ſelves or others, 

" AGAIN, ye are forbid to bear fall — a>: 
gainſt your neighbour > that is, ye are * to 
ſpeak the truth concerning him, if ye are called 
upon as witneſſes for or againſt him, in a Court 
of Juſtice. On eyery fuck: occaſion, forget not 
the great guilt of Pemury, and how dreadful muſt 
be the danger of calling God to be witniſi to Bo 
lemn Lie; and be —— words of 
God himſelf, — eee viii. 16. r Let an of” 
you imagine evil in arts againſt his neighbour, 
ani mera OATH 3 | _S all theſe are 
things that I hate, faith: the Lord. In 1 
ay! eee — when there is a neceſſi 3 

ur Neighbour, ye are to ſay mo ing 
of him — ye know to be the truth, with 
out any aggravations or infinuations which may 
hurt his good Name. But, as Chriſtians, ye are 
to be charitable in every thing ye thin or ſay of 
othem; ye /arei not — faſpelt 
— * — their Qharacters as far 4 
e are able and to their ann 
tenderneſs and ren es * Sor germs „ 

FiIxALIV, to ſecure the obſervation of all + | 
foregoing — which relate to 
Nei „ye are forbid to entertain any unlaw- 
ful” "defires, with regard to his Houſe, his Min, 
bis Servants, and his Goods: that is, ye are not to- 
codei What is another's, not % 10 deſfre it as 2 
— A 9h means for the attainment of it. 

ra z bt 2th Neth 18 "Tas 
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Tuts is the ſubſtance of the Moral Low, f 
of old d the ews z and renewed; exp 9 
improved by Chriſt, ſor the uſe and vate ma 
whole Chriftian World. "+21 
Bor, beſides the Moral Ain e in we 
Ten Commandments, ye are obliged as Chriſtians 
to obey thoſe poſitive Laws which our Bleſſed 8a- 
viour hath been pleaſed to add to them; and which 
do therefore more peculiarly belong to Your holy 
| "Theſe are the Commands by which 
hath appointed two Sacraments to be received 


in His Church; namely, Baptifin and the Lords 


The — (which hath: been by | 
- ex dined): is the dipping in, or ſprink are 590 | 
| at the time of your entrance into | 


1 when ye Hers the Vow | of Chriſtianity I 
_ The latter is „ $2191 niey 


222 — the Ch 

er, 3 2 
— 4 — And theſe ye are 0 
not as | 


I — 8 deci by 
| al Grace, whenſoever it is done ſaith- 

fully and with a fincere and penitent Heart; that, 
a your Bodies are | and -cleanſed with 
War, 10. ſhall your Sins be | waſhed away, 


Chriſtian Graces * are endowed with) be 
uickened and revived. As ye 5 been already 
— into the Name of. Je us Chriſt, let me 
exhort you not to loſe the ale ef eve Gain 
ment by a neglect of — — be aſſured; 
that they are both of them equa 2 
Salvation. ' If ye do — — yourſelves 
from the Lord's Supper, it will but little avs avail 1 
e ye have been admitted into his Church 
ptiſm. . "Y will not 9 uncharitable to th 
—— at ye would have L. e 2 — 
of you penal og had it been = 
— — be B — 'Fot | 
the ſame faith, and the ſame — and pur- 
poſes of a good life, which are required of you to 
prepare for Baptiſm, are as nee for the wor= 
thy receiving of the Lord's Supper. And, if ye. 
refuſe to qualify: yourſelves: for — —— well 
be — that neither would ed 
_— for 3 a had 
to 
and had 1 that ye fall the con- 
ditions of it, it is probable ye might and would 
have died Unbaptized. - Examine ves tho- - 
roughly, and ſee that ye are — 
this great matter. For, if ye deceive yourſelves 
herein, nothing can be of more fatal conſe: | 
to your Souls. Convince yourſelves and the world 
that ye heartily; embrace the terms of your Bap- | 
_ by fulfilling the terms in a frequent | 
2 — — e 4 5 ; 
et me earneſtly adviſe you to enter upon this ne- 
ceſlary Duty new, in your younger "as*ſoon 
as ye have i ves of what is required 
| from. thoſe ho come to the Lord's Table. For 
it is found by experience, that they who abſent 
themſelves from it whilſt they ave young, are not 
0 brought 


— 


l 


| — a the 


Ye. — 
0 no 
at all dmesg is oblige 


0 25 you (as fete people 


3 4x 9 


[> [_ 
to it without great difficulty when the 
— . —.— Some are diſcouraged oy 
ng burthen of their Sins; and others, 
e force of an evil habit, continue in 


| | to a | | | 
wilt — Bed theſe: deluſions: e 
ither be terrified by your guilt, which as 
it is to be hoped,” is not very great; neither 
be ſeduced by any evil cuſtom, which ye 
—— 2 What is required of 
who come to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Prayer Books will inſtruct you; it 


. in the Exhor- 


11 


15 


4 


141 


tation before the Communion Office. © Repent 


2 ye truly for your ſins paſt; Have a lively and 
ce ſtedſaſt faith in Chriſt our Saviour; Amend 


46, lives; 3 gw. charity with all men 
„ abode al hea — to G 
. tha Fathers: God.thb Son, and? God the Hol 


of the world by th 
1% death aht 1 our Saviour Chriſt: "er Mall 
$ ye be meet partakers of thoſe holy myſteries.” 
. obſerve, that, in theſe ws Bp there is 
you but What every Chtiſtian, 

dito perform; When there- 
fore: this d called u Preparation'for; the worthy re- 
deiving of the Lord's Supper, nothing more ig 
meant hy ib than that, upon this |oteaſion / more 


„e ſhould * exarrine | yourſelves," whether 


a 5 bfully perform what it is always your 
19 to da. . do" 2 and perſevere, 
If ye do. not ; repent, and reſolve (b God's 
de) to reſoum. Fhere is no new taſſe laid up- 
are apt to imagine) in 
es ſor the holy Sacrament r 


xd's Supper 3 only ye are POO in- 
0 ; 


\\ 


Wake 


to the ſtate of your Souls, and ſee whether y 

2 and Pradtice, is ſuch as becometh Chriſti - 

And can this be done too often? Can it be 

| ſafely put off from time to time 1 Will not 

Sins daily encreaſe upon you; and will chey not 

encreaſe the faſter, T neglect tbe mus 
0 


Ged offered to you in this nt? An 
on ot this Neglect Add to the number of your Sins? 
ill they not, many of them, when thus en- 
creaſed, eſcape your memory; and therefore not 
be N repented of? May ye not be cut 
off in che midſt of them, or 2d by Sickneſs 
from recollecting them? Surely, there is no e. 
cuſe can avail you. at all, if theſe things are duly 
conbileted.” Y | ere re are as ye 8 for 

Eternal Salvation, en e 
ne of C 


2 of receiving the 
Body nd Blood. Faß yourfebves, that- ye ben 


Judged of the Lord.” Mam anne with faith; and 
your: 'theſe pledges of che Love of yourrRe- 
. 

our e 3 
8 alſo, -youn: San and Bodies, are, 
W err holy and a ly { Sacrifice unto Him; 


1 * ions of: ja — ſtate with 
ſafety 2. fo. ye fully know, diligently bear in 
Md, and —— Chriſtian ity: 
& Dail the pu pot auhich- paſſeth all under- 
Paniing, and minds in the 

2 2 


4 = OE 2 
; 8 ek Rar ou 


1 ny nd remain 
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I ſet before you all that ye are to 
as Chriſtians, in order to the at- 
reclafting Life. But, ſince the na- 
reſent, that ye can do 
na thing of ves ; and that therefore 
ve have need of the Divine affiſtance in every 
thing which relates to your faith and ice; 1 
er put you in remembrance of the 12 
\Prayeri Without this, ye are aſſu 
any paſlges in Scripture, that all your en- 
be good will be accounted preſump- 
therefore will have no effect. For 
your entire dependance is upon God; and ye 
; by. your on power, provide for the ne- 
ceflitics either of your Souls or Bodies. It is Hz 


3Y TIS food. and raiment,. and all the ne- 


odfſries and conveniences of lie 1 ans Goa 
n to an / 
is acceptable and well-pleaſing to 
ye can ſo far over the cor- 
mrtan of your nature, a8 to think | humbly of 
yourſelves, 2 to apply to the Throne of Grace 


for the 7 wants; ye are gone as 
far as hl nee: "Thence- 


——— dn | 
fee then the 2 2 neceſſuty- of Prayer. In 
to which the Church ye more particularly b — | 
to hath provided you with a Publick Form, to be 
It Was by good and holy. 
Men, as appears from that Spirit of true piety and 
devotion which breathes out the» Whole! 
Ye will do well therefore in paying a due regard 
wits and it will become you to loſe. no oppor- 
* * | tunity 


[46 ; 
tunity of 2 in it devoutly in the public 
Church. The ſame Prayers may be of ſervice to 
you likewiſe in your private Devotions 3; there be- 
ing ſcarcely any one circumſtance: of life to which 
there are not Petitions properly ſaited in the Com- 
mon Prayer Book of the Church. Indeed there 
is one circumſtance, which could not be provided 
for in the Publick Service, becauſe it relates to 
your duty at home; I mean ſaying Grace before 
and after Meat : that is, firſt-begging God's higſing 
upon your Food, and afterwards returning God thanks 
for it. And however, ſtrangely this practice be 
neglected by ſome, and very careleſsly performed 
by many others; yet. our; own reaſon and Holy = 
Scripture (with the examples of Chriſt and of Bt. 
Paul, together with the examples of the ancient 
Heathens likewiſe) ſhould teach all Chriſtians to 
perform this duty with decency and devotion. As 
to Prayer upon other 2522 becauſe 
the ignorance and weakneſs of Mankind is ſuch, 


that they can neither help themſelves, nor do well 3 


underſtand the manner in which they may addreſs 
themſelves to God for help; it bas pleaſed our 
Bleſſed Saviour to inſtruct His Church to pray, as 
they ought, in that ſhort and perfect form which . 
is called by His Name. So that, however imper- 
fect thoſe prayers may be which ye make your- 
ſelves, or which good and devout Men have made 
for your uſe, yet ate ye aſſured that ye are pro- 


vided with one Prayer, in which all your wants are 


properly ſummed up, and which, if rightly offer- 
ed, will not fail of meeting with acceptance. And 
this (the Lord's Prayer) at leaſt may, and muſt be 
_ uſed,, morning and evening, by every perſon how _. 
pot and ignorant ſoevãee n. 

Ix the Lord's Prayer ye addreſs: yourſelves to 
Almighty God, who, through the W | 


1 


a Bleſſed gon, vouchſafeth _ be called Dur 
and the common Father of all Chriſtians, 
ye worthily deſerve: to be puniſhed' for 
and to be utterly caſt out 6f His fa- 
2 although he is infinite and incompre- 
nile, and the whole Univerſe is filled with 
ſeatneſs, | yet, becauſe His glory is manifeſt- 
1 2 = — bene and from thence is al Him 
en of men, ye are tau ht to cal Him 
Var Father, which is in 8 * | 
Vr pray, or fignify, that it is, above all dine, 


| your fn lincere and hearty deſire, that, as His Name 
(or His 1 Attributes ) is holy, fearful, 
and glorio it may be hallowed, that is, ſanc- 

| | tied, reve n all men in ev 
Place, and throughout all generations for ever: 
that _—_ more particularly may have your 


1 


ory your thoughts, words and actions 
eavour to promote His honour and Goch. 


He 


don the better iſhment of this ri 
| feeds Ye pray that KS — 
1 bee of! His holy lame may 


ſpread throughout the whole "woes; that the 
2 of Es Satan may be entirel de- 
ight of Chriſt's 805 I'; and that 
6 Piney not be delay#J, when Ye, 
who have died in "His faith -and 
dee into His n King- 


E * that; in che mean while, God ho 

Tas done on Karth, as it is in Heaven. That 
is, ye declare, that ye are entirely reſigned to all 
che diſpenſutions of His Providence; and 
de ready to do and ſulfer” every thing which | 
 - eameth of His divine a ent : that ye will- 
3 br n heartily ſubnets all the rules . 


ods 


| { 


led with His Grace; 12 Y 


1 1 1 
a which He hath commanded you to-walk 
by. And although it may be impoſhible-for* you 
ever to attain to ſuch a perfection of obedienee in 
this preſent life, yet it is your ſincere wiſh and 
deſire, that Your/elves, and all Men, throughout 
the whole world, were enabled to perform the 
Will of God, with the ſame readineſs and the 
_ ſame exactneſs as it is performed by the Angels in 
Heaven; that as the bleſſed Spirits, the Meſſen- 


 Bgors of God, do ſpeedily and chearfully execute 


all His commands; ſo His faithful ſervants on earth 
(las far as the infirmities of their fleſh will it 
| —— may 1 _ gladly obey auen all 
things. Le HF) 
Wers thus profeſſ that your elefeoncer, | 
is for the e God” by beegngof 
e proceed in your petitions, * in 
8 IN you 15 day your daily Ts ye 
humbly acknowledge, that all thing depend up- 
on His gracious Providence, that the eyes of all 
creatures look up to Him, - who giveth them their 
meat in dues %, and provideth'them wich all | 
things out of his bounteous liberality. Therefore 
ye beſeech Him to give You alſo all the neceſlaries 
and conveniences of life ; which although ye are 
allowed to call them Your” — bread, are not 
Yours of right, but come from the 
God, and by His blefling upon your labours: Ye 
ray, that He would continue to bleſs" your la- 
urs; that neither Ye, nor your — 
ever be in want of what He may iy ga neceſſary 
or proper, ſor your ſupport. And, by thus cod 
feſſing that your whole reliance is upon His good- 
neſs, and mercy,. ye oblige yourſelves to return 
Him all poſſible thanks and praiſe, /for- the ws. op 
fold nr ye W 222 NW 5 * n 
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free bounty of 


| mou: 
. FarTHER, ye beſeech God to forgive you your 
Breſpaſſes, to — out all your 00D releaſe you 
from the puniſhment of them, as ye forgive them 
that woe againfl you : that is, although men's 
forgivenels of each other. bears no proportion to 
the forgiveneſs they ſtand in need of from God, 
poet, as it has pleaſed God to make this a neceflary 
', condition of Your being forgiven, ye do humbl 
hope, that, if ye are in perfect charity with all 
men, and do truly repent you of your fins, ye 
ſhall meet with pardon at the Throne of His 
Grace. At the ſame time, ye do hereby declare, 
that ye have no hopes of pardon, unleſs. ye fulfil 
this condition; and do engage therefore to > wo 
give others their treſpaſſes, ſo far as is conſiſtent 
with God's laws, and: the preſervation of peace 
and order in the world. 
Bor, leſt ye ſhould meet with trials in this or 
any other reſpect too ſtrong for you to encounter, 
ye beg of God not to lead you into temptation, but 
to deliver you from evil. Ye make it your humble 
requeſt, that ye may not be ſeduced from your 
obedience either by proſperity or afflictions; that, 
whatſoever- ſtation of life it may pleaſe God to 
_ appoint you to, and in whatſoever circumſtances 
ye are placed, ye may (by the help of His Grace) 
ſteadily purſue your duty, and do nothing unbe- 
coming your Chriſtian profeſſion ; that ye may 
not be permitted to yield to the deluſions of the 
fleſp, the warld, or the Deuil; but that ye may be 
 ſtrengthened' by the Holy Spirit of God againſt 
all theſe your enemies, and, being protected from 
their power, may paſs the courſe of your lives 
with integrity and innocen ee. 
ENA r, ye declare, that ye are firmly per- 
ſuaded that ye ought to offer all your prayers and 
praiſes to God only ; that ye do not, in any de- 


NN See, 


' 


ba) 


deer truſt i N urſelves, or in any other n 
the ſuccels of your petitions; but that God, 
and God alone, can and will (ye humbly hope) { 
relieve all our wants, both ſpiritual and tempo 
ral; for His is the kingdom, the power, and the 
. glory, for ever and ever. He is the abſolute Go- 
vernor of the whole Univerſe, the Almighty Diſ- 
poſer of all events; He can do whatſoever He 
will, and nothing is brought to paſs in Heaven. or. 
Earth without His OD | 


-'YE conclude all by ayin Amen. Whereb . 
33 God — de 


| expreſs your earneſt 
eye moſt cnet dh to. grant whatſoever ye 
have aſked; and, at the ſame time, ye ſigni ny 
your humble rr El in Him, that, througk 
the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt; "this 
Prayer of His bleſſed Son will be REI and a<cep= 
ted by Him. | 
ö Tiras then is the Pray er which our bleſſed Sa" 
viour has left for. the oe of His Church, and 
I . Member of it. Se that it is im- 
ſhould err when ye addreſs yourſelves 
to 70 Oel n. in this form of words, or in any form a- 
greeable heretp. '' Let it be your conſtant care ſo 
to order your thoughts and actions, that ye may 
be always in a capacity of uſing it. For otherwiſe 
ye will provoke God's anger againſt you by your 
raſhneſs and preſumption; and bring a — upon 
vourſelves i inſtead of a bleſſing. Approach Him 
not therefore with this Prayer, unleſs ye are ſin- 
 cere in your deſires and —— that yourſelves 
and all mankind may be obedient to His will, 
and that His name may be reverenced, and His 
glory, exalted throughout the whole earth. See 
that ye do not entertain in your minds an abſolute 
dependance upon any thing but the goodnefs of 
. for the * * *. N 
80 
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1461 
to forgive injuries, and loſe no opportunity of do- 
ing good to all Men. Truſt not to as own 
ſttrength, in the many trials and temptations in- 
oident to this your mortal ſtate ; but be aſſured 
that it is God alone who can protect you from the 
ſnares of this world, and the fubtilty and malice 
of your Ghoſtly Enemy. Finally, be perſuaded 
that all pomer is in God only; that no evil can 
harm you without His permiſſion, no good befal 
you but by his grace and favour; for He ruleth 
over all things for ever and ever, and as His au- 
thority has no bourids, ſo will His Aingdom and 
glory never have an end. N 
Duos have I, briefly and plainly, ſet before 
pon ibe whole duty of 'a Chriſtian; putting you in 
- remembrance of What ye ought to believe and ds 
in order to be ſaved. It is my hearty prayer to. 
God for you, that, by His grace, He would en- 
able you to praftiſe it in truth and ſincerity. And 
I entreat your prayers for me alſo, that I may do 
the ſame ; that if it fo pleaſeth God, we may 
mutually" receive benefit from each other. Here 
inert —_ ſubſtance _ - has 1 will 
be preached to you; and I ſend it to you ſummed 
up iñ this little Book, that ye may have it akvays 
beſore your eyes, and, by often reading it, may 
imprint it deeply in your memories. I addreſs it 
chiefly to Nu who are of the younger ſort; be- 
cauſe, at your firſt ſetting out in the world, ye 
have need of à Guide to direct you in the right 
way; becauſe Ve are not entered, or at leaſt not 
far gone i hope) in the path that leadeth to deflruce 
tion; and more particularly, becauſe ye live in 
dungerous times, when ye have few good ex- 
amples, but many, very many bad ones before 
' _ you; and therefore are more likely to be ſeduced. 
Tam ſotry I have occaſion to obſerve any —_ 
TER | 838 wWhic 
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which is 40 the diſcredit of the preſent Age, but 
moſt certain it is, that, in every ſtation of life, 
the manners of Men are greatly corrupted. And 
not only ſo, but many ſeem to grow lack in the 
faith of our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, and ſome to have 


happen that the K. 2 may be 


gard to your beſt and deareſt intereſt, your true. 
Pros here and hereafter. : Forget not your ob- 
igations. to Him in whom.ye liue, and move, and 
2 * being ; and let your thoughts frequently 
ell 
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rr Soar las 3 
long, yet are they really ſhort, and will appear to 
| you much ſhorter as they approach to'an end; 
mat ye cannot therefore begin too cart to be good, 
„ neither Will it be ſafe for you to loſe the * 4 
| opportunity. | Conſider how many thouſands there 
"are, who, reflecting upon their paſt conduct, 
Would give the whole world Ai it was at their diſ- 


X 


a . 
Wy . 


een life. If they were 
uffered to begin their days again, how watchful 
would they be over themſelves] how cautious of 
 6ffending God in any one action, or thought! 
Every wilful Sin they have formerly committed is 
now as @ Piper in their boſoms, the ſting of which 
leaves a ſmart not to be endured, The infirmi- 
ties of old age are tolerable enough to them, but 
„ wounded Spirit who can bear? Let ſuch will. 
be Nu condition, wretched as it is, if ye are 
pally of the ſame folly, and tread in their ſteps, 

Learn from their examples; to make a uſe 
of che prefent time; and, if ye are ſenſible, (as 
ye muſt” needs be) of their unhappy caſe, take 
Effectual care that, one time or other, it may not 
Be ours alſo. How will ye condemn yourſelves 
_ ” 'Hereafter, if ye-are'fo unwiſe as to loſe the pre- 


„ ON cannot be retrieved? 

Te will then reflect with ſorrow upon your evil 
courſe. of life,” und ſtand amazed at your own folly 
in neglecting the good advice here kindly given 


you. AER 
f Fe continue wicked, conſider, when the time 
of your” departure out of this world ſhall draw 
near, Which way will ye then loek for comfort, 
© er What will ye do to be at peace with yourſelyes? 
I pe turn your eyes upon your paſt liver, ye will 
ni nothing there'bur what will give you grief 

| and vexation., And, if ye look forwards, 9 
„ terrible will de the proſpect of God's anger, whom = 
Wl) EF Fe | | 4 , 
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J 
ye have made it your buſineſs to offend ? For re- 
member, it it 4- fearful thing 10 fall into the hands 

the living God. But, on the other hand; a wells _ 

nt life, proceeding: from habits of virtue 
ant goodneſs, will leave no room t queſtion. the 
 Pincetity of your” obedience, but will ay a founda- 


tion for a reaſonable hope, that God will be favour 
able to you. Ye will have the pleaſure of think - 
ing, that ye made it your ſirſt choice to do His 
ill, and were not compelled: ta it by your na- 
tural fears and apprehenſions 2 that ye kept your 
innocence, when ye were co bribed and 
importuned on all ſides: to part with it; that ye 
never entered into the /arvice of Sin, and there» 
fore have no title to itt w OD, 
Bur, in what language can I deſcribe to you 
the joy and tranſport which attends the conclu- 
fion on regular got yon life? When the time 
approaches that ye ſhall be called upon to give an 
account to God, how will it delight you to think 
that it has been your ſincere endeavour to 
His eee 8 a 
upon the dangers ye have eſcaped, the evil ye have 
forborn, and 7 ye have done? G that 
I had led a bert is, and ought to be the 
wiſh ef every man, good as well as bad, when 
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He-comes to die. Burt, ä Sinner re 
roaches himſelf with a neg every I 
1 will bear you witneſs, that, — 
your youth up, ye have endeavoured to 
Commandments of God. Hence will ye'be en- 
couraged to look forward alſo with an humble 
hope, that, through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, 
ye ſhall be accepted of Him. Death, it is true, 
is ſuch za change as ye cannot but be oftentimes 
thoughtful and ſolicitous about: But remember, 
that the fling of Death is 85 and, when Death 
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Good men therefore, for the moſt part, die with 
perfect reſignation and ſatisfaction of mind. Nay, 
we ſometimes meet with inſtances of ſuch as ex- 
prof great joy. in the exchange of. this life for. a 
er. And Ye will do the ſame, if ye order your 
converſation wor og to my advice. For, what 
can effeQually and really harm you, ſo ang as ye 
are at peace with God Although your Souls are 
to be ſeparated from your Bodies for a time, yet 
r e 
_—— be removed beyond the reach of his Mer-. 
2 and Loving-Kindneſs : Tr will follow yau 
rough every ſtate, and uphold and e * | 
in every change ye undergo. | 
Bur, after Death, there will 3 „ farther 
| change; your condition then will be fixed to all 
Eternity. ben . who ts your life, ſhall ** 
peer, + ſhall appear with Him in 11 
is Your "Father's 's ood ad ple little. Flock, to givg 
Nu the. Kingdom there is laid up for Te 
crown of 8 z -which the Lord, the righte- 
72575 ſhall give You in that day, and net to.Yau 
but to all them. er love His appearing. . And 
efſed be. the God, and Fathery.of aur Lerd Telit 
Gt bo, according to His abundant Mercy, 
otten us again pA a lvely | 
ferritin of 25 Chriſt from the ad, to ax inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, and 3 lad, and that fades 
not away, e in Heaven _ * | 
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lache God, . give Theo humble thanks "i 
0 "that Thou haſt been- pleaſed fe preſerve: "" Ys 
| PH W. 4 of the night paſt. Defend m Fre — 
mY (= 1 beſeec T hee, and alſo my Relations and Friends 
„ From all cuil Accidents," and more eſpecially from * 
4 temptations to Sin. Let all my doings be ordered by 
Thy Governance; and let me ever rem that 
my moſt ſecret thoughts, and actions, are before Thee, 
and open to Thy fight. Grant, that I may always' 

walk in Thy fear,  fludying to ſerus and pleaſe; 

Thee, in all things ; and having been protefied by". 

IP goodneſs hee: may be taken to Thy mercy heres. 
after, 8 the merits, and mediation, of Jeſus 
ri edeemer. Amen. 

- 1 Fo Father, which art in Heaven, ballowed be 
thy Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be 
done in Earth, as it is in Heaven; give us this 

Day out daily Bread; and forgive us our Treſ- 

paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 

and lead us not into Temptation; but deliver us 

from Evil; for thine is the 1 dom: and I 
Top and Yo way Wor: eyer anc ever. Amen, 
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A PRAYER to be ud cry Wight.” K 


| O £ biy God, I give Thee moſt humble 8 | 
Y: for ar Fi merciful preſervation of me this day. 
I beſerch Thee to pardon me in everything wherein 1 
may have 0 Thee; and to give me Thy Grace, | 
" that I may never do the dike again. I thank Thee for 
all Thy mercies vouchſafed. 8 me from the beginning #45, 
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At corving into Church: B 
. 0 LORD, pardon my Sins, and receive mp 


(me wiſe unto Salvation : Argh Fat 
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may . thy. Ward, here deliu wb . 12 
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Prayers 3 and z 
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20% D, pardon the etre, bith Me 


Word, 77 to, obey the A through Toh 
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Pre and Praiſes ; and incline me, not only ta'h 
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